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Saturday, November 25, 2023, at 7:30 p.m. 

Fraser Auditorium, Laurentian University 



François Koh, conductor 
"A musician of utmost integrity and commitment and an exceptionally dedicated and 

inspired leader..." Ilya Poletaev, five International piano competition-winner, 

professor at McGill University. 

Heinz Unger Conducting Award nominee François Koh 

majored in Orchestral Conducting in France and 

Canada, achieving a Master's Degree from McGill 

University and a Doctorate Degree from the University 

of Toronto with a full scholarship. In 2023, he won the 

International Conductors Workshop and Competition 

in Georgia, Atlanta and was a semi-finalist of the Ionel 

Perlea International Conducting Competition in 

Slobozia, Rumania. His conducting experience includes 

the Savaria Symphony Orchestra. and Filarmonica de 

Stat Târgu Mureş, Ensemble dal Niente, the 

University of Toronto Symphony Orchestra, the McGill 

Symphony Orchestra, Ensemble Orchestral de Dijon, 

and Ensemble Paramirabo. Dr. Koh has performed with distinguished soloists, 

including Jonathan Crow, Ilya Poletaev, Mark Fewer, Kyoko Hashimoto, Erika 

Raum, Jeremy Bell and Alexander Dunn. 

From 2015 to 2022, Dr. Koh was the Music Director of the Georgian Bay Symphony. 

Under his direction, the GBS won the 2017 Vida Peene Award from the Ontario 

Arts Council for its artistic excellence and strong community relationships. The 

Ontario Arts Council recognized Dr. Koh’s contribution to the community and 

invited him to the 2022 Music Organizations: Operating Assessment Meeting as an 

advisor. He assessed seventy-seven grant applications from Ontario's orchestras, 

choirs, and festival organizations. 

Dr. Koh is also passionate about performing contemporary music, particularly 

promoting young Canadian composers and Francophone and Indigenous artists. His 

artistic goal is to strengthen the cultural fabric of communities by providing access 

to top-quality classical music. 

  



Program 
 

Jacques Hétu Légendes, opus 76 

1. Alexis le Trotteur 

2. Le Diable au bal | The Devil at the Ball 

3. La Chasse-Galerie | The Flying Canoe 

Ralph Vaughan Williams Fantasia on “Greensleeves” 

Ernest Chausson Poème for violin and orchestra, opus 25 

Soloist: Bénédicte Lauzière 

 

- Intermission - 

 

Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky Selections from The Nutcracker 

March – Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy – Trepak – Valse finale et apotheosis 

Traditional, arr. D. Willcocks Five Christmas Carols (singalong) 

God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen – O Come All Ye Faithful – Unto Us a Child 

is Born – The First Nowell – Hark, the Herald Angels Sing 

Frederick Delius Sleigh Ride 

Leroy Anderson Sleigh Ride 

 

 

Become a Donor 
You can help keep live classical music in your community with scheduled monthly 

donations or a one-time donation through CanadaHelps or PayPal. 

    



Bénédicte Lauzière, violin 
Described as “beautiful to watch and breathtaking to 

hear” by the Guelph Mercury, violinist Bénédicte 

Lauzière enjoys a prolific career on the Canadian stage 

notably as concertmaster of the Kitchener-Waterloo 

Symphony, but also as a soloist, chamber musician and 

recitalist. She won numerous prizes and awards 

including the Prix d’Europe 2014, the Michael-Measures 

Award 2011, the Peter Mendell Prize 2010 as well as a 

grant for professional musicians from the Canada 

Council for the Arts. Ms Lauzière was a laureate of the 

Stulberg International String Competition in 2010 and 

won numerous first prizes in national competitions. As a 

soloist, her recent performances include Tchaikovsky’s 

Concerto op. 35 in d major (2023), Vaughan Williams’ The Lark Ascending (2021), 

Barber’s Violin Concerto op.14 (2018), Beethoven’s Triple Concerto (2018) with 

pianist Stewart Goodyear and cellist John Helmers, Korngold’s Concerto op. 35 in d 

major (2016) and Ravel’s Tzigane (2016), all with her colleagues of the Kitchener-

Waterloo Symphony. She was also featured as guest soloist with the Kingston 

Symphony Orchestra, the Elora Festival, the National Academy Orchestra of 

Canada and the Orchestre Symphonique de Québec. Bénédicte obtained her Master 

of Music degree from the Juilliard School in New York City in May 2014, where she 

studied with Masao Kawasaki with the support of the Karl H. Kraeuter, H. &amp; 

E. Kivekas and Starr scholarships. She has performed both at Lincoln Center and 

Carnegie Hall. She holds a Bachelor of Music degree from the Schulich School of 

Music at McGill University, studying with Jonathan Crow as recipient of the Lloyd 

Carr-Harris scholarship. In her younger formative years, she studied at 

Conservatoire de Musique de Montréal with Helmut Lipsky. 

Sudbury Symphony Music Conservatory 
Learn guitar, piano and all orchestral instruments with experienced 

teachers in your community! Students of all ages are welcome! 

Contact us at conservatory@sudburysymphony.com. 

Join us for our Sounds of the Season recital on December 10 at 2:30 p.m. at St. 

Peter’s on York St. Free admission with a donation. 

Visit https://www.facebook.com/SUDBURYMUSICCONSERVATORY/ for details. 



The Sudbury Symphony Orchestra 
 

Violin 1 
Beth Schneider-Gould, concertmaster 

Jennifer Hedican 

Martha Kashap 

Philip Kashap 

Geoff McCausland 

Frank Song 

Violin 2 
Angela Garwood-Touw 

Aaron Dent 

Milas Hewson 

Katarina Kin 

Kathryn Martin 

Anne-Marie Perron-Jutras 

Viola 
Joanna Millson 

Francis McKee 

Cello 
Yu Pei 

Tommi Leinala 

David Macdonald 

Bernadette Merritt 

Ralf Meyer 

Bass 
Arianna Verbree 

Keyboard 
Yoo Young Kim 

Oboe 
Joey Salvalaggio 

Maggie Keller 

Flute/Piccolo 
Danielle Conti 

Violet Smith 

Karen Richards 

Clarinet 
Terry Storr 

Kevin Weiss 

Brenda Arrowsmith 

Bassoon 
Eleanor Sonley 

Alex Kurke  

Horn 
Maggie Niro 

Jim Boland 

Gilles Thibodeau 

Diane Chapman-Hodgins 

Trumpet 
Cathy Comartin 

Tracy Mark 

Peter Scherzinger 

Trombone 
Charlotte Leonard 

Blair McNally 

Catherine Valiaho 

Tuba 
Michael Guillemette 

Percussion 
Sally Lesk 

Ben Conroy 

Ileana Buju 

Gavin Wong 
David Young 



 

With Gratitude To 
Our Local Partners and Sponsors 

       

   

    

 

Our Provincial and National Sponsors 

     

 

The value in a Corporate Sponsorship for the Sudbury Symphony 
Orchestra  

SSO is based in the community, comprised of professional and volunteer 
musicians, most of whom live in the Greater Sudbury region. The SSO 
represents the community with projects, compositions, and collaborations that 
bring us all together in the pursuit of excellence in the arts. 

Contact us at info@sudburysymphony.com or 705-673-1280 to become a 
corporate sponsor! 



 



 

 


